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Mr. President, members of the Executive Council, fellow members of Congress. 1 rise
today in response to the letter from the concerned member. introduced at last weeks
meet ing. \Vithin this letter, the member expresses concern regarding legislative debate
and the proper use of parl iamentary proc\!du re.

While I respect the opinion of my colleague, whom ever they may be, ] would like to
point out that they swore to the same oath that we did that said we would, among other
things, perform the duties of our office to the best of our ability. With this comes the
responsibility of every member of this body to their constituency. We have sworn to an
oath to do everything within our power to protect the integrity. and promote the
wellbeing of the student body.
While the letter continues to regard congressional meetings as less than enjoyable, I can
only say that government is not a social event. We are not here just to have a good time
and laugh and joke with our friends, but instead, we are here to find solutions to problems
that face students at this university. They entrust us with the power to do what is right., so
it is time for us to do just that. The right thing for us as a governing body to do is to
produce the best pieces oflegislation that we possibly can. We must debate the issues to
produce worthy and effective legislation. Ifwe simply pass legislation with little or no
debate, then chances are that the best and most effective legislation will not be presented.
We must debate because we have an obligation to our constituents to do their business,
and to fight and defend the beliefs for which they hold. After all, your beliefs make you
who you are. They stand for what you stand for. And Mr. President, I stand for a student
government that is fighting for the issues that are prevalent to each of us. I stand for a
government that knows its mission and knows its boundary. And] stand for a
government that respects the right of another person to have a differing opinion on the
issues and their right to voice that opinion without intimidation or harassment. Mr.
President, I can guarantee any member of this body that their opinion is just as important
as the person sitting next to them and that inappropriate actions by members of this body
will not be tolerated.
Mr. President, we are a progressive university. One filled with differing races and
cultures, and ideas. We are at a pinnacle in our era of progress. We are at a point in time
where each meeting is critical in order for us to fulfill our duties to our constituency and
to ourselves. We need to debate the issues and produce legislation because it is
important, not just because we are low on bills for the semester. It is time for people to
take things seriously, as governing is serious business. We need to always keep in mind
that we were sent here to do the work of the people, not the work of ourselves.
Mr. President, I thank you for this opportunity and I extend thanks to my colleagues for
their tolerance. I would ask that my remarks be entered into the record where
appropriate. I yield the floor.
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